
Order of Service
Reverend Dr. Ella F. Busby, Officiant

Musical Prelude ………......….……………………Mr. Bryant Dingle 

Processional ............................................................ Clergy and Family

Final Viewing 

Call to Worship and Invocation …............Reverend. Dr. Ella F. Busby

Hymn of Praise ............................................................................. Choir 
                                “What A Friend We Have in Jesus”

Call to Confession …………..…………. Reverend Dr. Ella F. Busby

Prayer of Confession: (Unison)
Eternal God, guardian of our lives, we confess that we are children of dust,
unworthy of your gracious care. We have not loved as we ought to love, nor
have we lived as you command, and our years are soon gone. Lord, God, have
mercy upon us. Forgive our sins and raise us to new life, so that as long as we
live, we may serve you until dying, we enter the joy of presence, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

The Mercy of God .....................................Reverend. Dr. Ella F. Busby

Prayer ……………...........…………………………Pastor Mary Adams

Scripture Readings:
Old Testament .................   Psalm 23 ........  Reverend Jerome McCray
New Testament:. ............. John 14:1-6 ............... Elder Joseph Bennett

Solo ………………………………..…………… . Jayla Bennett, Niece  

 Reading of the Obituary ……………………….. Elder Deloris Leverett

Reflections (Three minutes, please):
Church ...........................................................  Charlie Richard Graham
Lifelong Personal Friend ................................................. Lucille Wells
Lifelong Family Friend ...................................... Elder John McFadden
Family .................................................................. Nora Besler, Cousin

Song of Praise ………………......………………The Niece and Nephew
Jacqueline Bennett, Niece and Pastor Nathaniel Bennett, Nephew 

Words of Comfort ………...………………Reverend Veronica White

Song of Praise …………………………………………… The Nieces

The Eulogy ………………………………. Pastor Lee Ernest Bennett
Church of Living God the Pillar Ground

 and the Truth, Jacksonville
“He Is Coming Back”

Directions of Funeral Director ........................ Samuels Funeral Home

Recessional .....................  Medley of Songs ............................................. Choir

Committal

Benediction

Interment ........................................................... Churchyard Cemetery

Floral Bearers
Nieces

Friends of the Family

Casket Bearers
Nephews

Friends of the Family

In Appreciation
Special acknowledgements to Samuels Funeral Home, Melina
Presbyterian Church, Pastor Busby, Tahira Herring-McFadden, Bennett
Family, Evans Family, Kennedy Family, Wise Family and every person
who called, visited, cooked, donated, contributed, and prayed for the
family during this time of sorrow. 

~The Bennett-Witherspoon Family

~ Services Entrusted To ~
SAMUELS FUNERAL HOME, LLC., MANNING, SC

 Hayes F. Samuels, Jr., Past Owner and Mortician
Yvonne J. Samuels, Owner

Charles H. Jackson, Mortician/Business Manager
(803) 435-2297 or (803) 435-2483 - Fax (803) 435-4757

E-mail: samuelsfuneralhome@yahoo.com
 Website: www.samuelsfuneralhome.com



Life Reflections
Mattie Lee Bennett - Witherspoon, born October 7, 1937, Gable
South Carolina, daughter of the late Turner Lee and Viola
Kennedy Bennett. She was preceded in death by son, Leroy
Bennett and daughter, Thelma Bennett, brothers, Otis Bennett,
Arthur Bennett, Turner Bennett, Henry Bennett and Nathaniel
Bennett
She attended Clarendon County public schools. 
She was a member of Melina Presbyterian Church, Gable SC.
Along with being a faithful servant at Church of God of Prophecy
Church, New Zion SC.
Ms. Mattie was soft-spoken, caring, and loved the Lord. She was
also very sensitive and felt every emotion of your presence. If you
were hurting, she’d hurt, if you were joyous, she’d celebrate with
you. You could easily find her sitting on her recliner in the living
room. She lived to see everyone in their wholeness, as they walked
through the door. She always smiled because she loved company
and would always say “Come give me a hug!
Ms. Mattie was famously known for her ability to cook. Cooking
for her family was truly one of her greatest joys! *Of course,
without recipes*. Listen! Ms. Mattie was not to be played with in
the kitchen. With an honorable mention to all her Sunday dinners.
Legendary collard greens, BBQ ribs, potato salad, homemade
biscuits, sweet potato pies, 7 layers jelly and chocolate cakes! She
had a Gift! 
Ms. Mattie also enjoyed watching her daily tv shows to include,
Matlock, Murder She Wrote, Family Feud, Westerns, but
Gunsmoke was her favorite! 
Above all else, Ms. Mattie had an immense unconditional love for
family. She loved her family and they knew it! Family was always
her favorite subject in the world. Her three children, including
three of her grandkids who she raised as her very own: LaTonya,
Joseph, and Andre. The close knit and inseparable bond between
her brothers Lewis, Gerald, Maxwell, and Ernest Lee.
Ms. Mattie leaves to cherish her memory; daughter Carolyn V.
Witherspoon; granddaughters, LaTonya D. Bennett, Lynette
McRae (Donnial), Jeanette Bennett; grandsons, Joseph
Witherspoon (Cristy), Andre D. Witherspoon; brothers, Lewis
Bennett (Willimae), Ernest Lee Bennett (April), Gerald Bennett,
Maxwell Bennett; uncle, Maxwell Kennedy; aunt; Bernice
McDonald; loving nieces, Jacqueline, Brenda, Toshiba, Angela,
Latrice.; Caring and loyal cousins, long time dearest neighbors the
Evans family, the extended Wise family, long-time pastor and
loving friend Veronica White.; a host of other nieces, nephews,
and other beloved relatives and dear friends.

In Loving Memory
of

Mattie Lee Bennett Witherspoon
Sunrise       Sunset

        October 7, 1937                       May 5, 2026

Tribute To My Loving Family
When I am gone, release me. Let me go

I have so many things to see and do. 
You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears,

Be happy, we had so many years. 
I gave  you my love and you can only guess 

How much you gave to me in happiness. 
I thank you for the love you each have shown

But now it's time I traveled  alone. 
So grieve a while for me if grieve you must
Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

It's only for a while that we must part
So bless the memories in your heart.
I won't be far away for life goes on

So if you need me, call and I will come. 
Though you can't see or touch me, 

I'll be near with all my love around you soft and clear.
 And then, when you must come this way alone,

 I'll greet you with a smile and “Welcome You Home".

~Love, “Mattie”

Tributes
To My Mom

Mom, you were one of Heaven’s sweetest gifts to me. Your quiet
strength, and faithful prayers have carried me through more than you’ll
ever know. Thank you for being my comfort, my example, and my safe
place. The love, wisdom, and grace you poured into me will live forever
in my heart.  I will miss our morning breakfast, hearing you yell out my
name, and your daily presence. Words can’t express how much you’ll
be missed, but I carry you with me always.  I love you, Mom – forever
and always.

~Your Daughter, Carolyn V. Witherspoon

To Our Grandma
Grandma!  Oh, how we love you! You were the best at everything! The
best at loving! The best at giving! The best at caring! Since babies
you’re all we’ve ever known when it came to a strong black woman.
Look at all you’ve done. You raised your brothers, kids, grandkids,
nieces and nephews and other family and friends along the way. 
You never complained. Not once! You remained a Queen in your
ordained position, and you did it with your head held high! Always
referring to us as your babies and always worrying and wanting us to be
okay. You sacrificed all of you, for us, our entire lives and we could
never thank you enough. We never wanted for anything! You were
always ahead of the game. Always knowing how to sew a button, how
to sew a hem, how to treat a cold. You were All That!  You were proud
of us, and we didn’t play when it came to you! 
Grandma, you’re such a beautiful and gentle soul. So precious and
sweet. You never desired a fancy way of life, only wanted to be loved
and visited and checked on. Simple! Our hearts are crushed because we
can’t imagine life without you - as you made life brighter. You were a
gift to us from God. You were a true definition of a grandmother. 
Blessed with 88 wonderful years of life and we are so thankful! We are
so proud! We are honored! Job well done! We celebrate you! We love
you! We love you! We love you! We love you! 

~ Your Grandkids, LaTonya, Joseph,
 Andre, Lynette, Jeanette

To Our Sister
Sister, Thank you for being our one and only sister. Thank you for
raising us and putting all your heart and soul into making sure we were
fed, clothed, loved, and bonded. There were many struggles along the
way as we’ve experienced the loss of our parents, brothers, children,
along the way. But God! He always took special care of you. We will
miss our trips to South Carolina to visit, our phone conversations, and
more than anything just sitting around the table eating, laughing and
joking about the good ole days! We wouldn’t trade you for the world,
and you are now able to take your rest. What a well-lived life. So loved,
so respected, so cared for. All we’ve ever had was each other and all
we’ve ever did was take care of each other. Job well done Sis. Job well
done.  We already miss you. We will always love you.  Take your rest.

~Your Brothers, Lewis, Ernest Lee, Gerald, Maxwell


