ORDER OI" SERVICE

V1w CESSIONAL (RECEIVING FRIENDS FROM 1:00 UNTIL 2:00 P.M.)

CALL TO WORSHIP
REV. DR. PIERRE J. CRAWFORD-SENIOR PASTOR
CENTER BAPTIST CHURCH, GASTONIA, NC

OPEN HYMN
CONGREGATIONAL

SCRIPTURE READINGS
OLD TESTAMENT
MINISTER
NEW TESTAMENT

MINISTER

PRAYER OF COMFORT
REV. DR. RODNEY FREEMAN-PASTOR
ZION RESTORATION CHURCH, GASTONIA, NC

SELECTION
REV. SHARON COLLINS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
JACKIE CURET

MARKS (2 MINUTES, PLEASE)
GEORGE DURHAM
WILLIAM MURRA
DON PETTY
HOWARD HILL

READING OF OBITUARY (SILENTLY)

SELECTION
CONGREGATIONAL

EULOGY REV. DR. PIERRE J. CRAWFORD, TH.D.

CLOSING SELECTION
CONGREGATIONAL

RECESSIONAL

INTERMENT
SALISBURY VA NATIONAL CEMETERY
501 STATESVILLE BLVD.
. - SALISBURY, NC
TUESDAY; AUGUST 19, 2025
10:00 A.M.

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the

death of his saints. ~"Psalm 116:15

DO NOT STAND AT MY GRAVE AND WEEP
-Mary Elizabeth Frye
Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sun on ripened grain,

I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.

I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,

I am not there; I did not die.

Floral Bearers Pall Bearers

Nieces Nephews and Friends

With deep appreciation and gratitude, we wish to express our
sincere thanks for all expressions of kindness shown during the
loss of our loved one. May God bless each and every one of you.

The family of Mr. James Rufus Holland

Horarsgenecnis (Zfete (Conttuitbn %

GREGORY FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

601 NORTH YORK STREET
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052
704-867-4364
WWW.GRE RYFUNERAISERVICE.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
MRIJAMLS RUI-US HOLLAND

MAY 27,1962 - AUGUST 5, 2025

AUGUST 15, 2025 | 2:00 P:ME

CENTER BAPTIST CHURCH
3301 S. NEW HOPE ROAD
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA

REV.DR. PIERRE J. CRAWFORD, THD.
SENIOR PASTOR, OFFICIATING




James Rufus Holland was born in Gaston County on May
27, 1962 to the late James David McClure and the late
Novella Hill. He entered eternal rest on Tuesday; August 5,
2025 at Belaire Health Care Center in Gastonia, North
Carolina.

He attended Ashbrook High School where he graduated
and he went on to serve in the United States Army 82nd
airborne. After being injured in the Army he came home.
He retired from Industrial Glass to live out the rest of his
days. Brother Holland was a member of the Masonic
Lodge. He played softball and enjoyed time with his family
and friends and always made people laugh . Some would
say that he was the life of the party. He had a great impact
on many lives.He will be greatly missed but never
forgotten.

He was preceded in death by his father: James David
McClure; his mother: Novella Hill; sisters: Robin Brandon,
Mary McClure, Mary Brandon and Virginia Reid and
brothers: Ronnie Brandon, Ervin, Clyde, Tonyo, Ellazer ]r.
Holland (Hill), and Shadrick.

Precious memories will be cherished by his loving wife:
Bonnie Tolbert Helland; his only son: Jamion Holland from
a previous marriage; his step children: Danny, Vincent, Lisa
and Kaye; gramdchildren: James, Shyanna, Brailyn,
Jeremiah and Jaxton; brothers: Bay (Joanne) and Carl
(Renetta) Paul Eichelberger (Crystal) of Charlotte, NC,
James David McClure Jr. (Sherry) of Gastonia, NC, sisters:
Patricia Lawry (Earl) of Atlanta, GA, Rebecca McClure of
Kings Mountain, NC, Shirlene McClure of Lancaster, SC and
Marlene McClure of Gastonia and a bunch of iieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.
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HONORING MR. JAMES RUFUS HOLLAND
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His hands were strong, his heart was kind,
A soul of wisdom, rare to find.
In every moment, love he gave,
A legacy that’s sure to stay.

Through laughter shared and lessons taught,
His presence lingers, never forgot.
He lived with purpose, grace, and pride,
With cherished ones by his side.

Though now he rests, his spirit soars,
Beyond this world, through heaven's doors.
In memories bright, he still remains,

A guiding light through joy and pain.

His gentle strength, his quiet care,
A man of honor, always there.
Though time has passed and days may fade,
His love endures, in us it’s made.

We carry forth the things he knew,
In every deed, in all we do.
His life, a gift that’s ever near,
Forever loved, forever here.

~Author Unknown

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY



