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A Note of Thanks

Dum’ng this season of 5ereavement, we have been sustained 6y the countless e)fpressions of [ove,
kindness and prayers extended to our family. Every card, phone call, visit, meal, floral tribute,
comforting word and whispered prayer has reminded us that we do not walk this journey alone.
grz’ef has a way of revea[ing the true @Quty of community, and we have been c[egjn[y touched 5y i o
the compassion shown to us c{uring this time. Your _presence, support and acts of kindness have e 1&,
been a source of st on difficult days and a reminder of God's grace through caring hearts. ' '
Please accept our sineere ¢ tztuge Also, fpecia[ thanks to the Gatewood fami[y and Harvest
Ministries for {ponsw and hosting the repast.

ﬂrmngements

< X SMITH HARRINGTON

Family Visitation: 10:30 AM , 9@@ ,
Service: 11:00 AM
Smith’s Memorial Chapel A GUS TS 19392 ~ " MVA Y% 2 S 2026
604 Salisbury Street

Wadesboro, North Carolina 28170

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

Services Entrusted To: Smith’s Funeral Home



Celebration of [ife Program

Rev. Rena Patterson, Presicﬁ'ng
Former pastor of Thomas Cﬁqpe[ AME Zion Church

Fami[y Processional. “Trust in God” - Elevation Worsﬁjp
Visitation 10:30-11:00 a.m.
Selection House of Judah Praise Team
Scripture Readings
Old Testament Pastor Louis Lotharp
God's Word Only Ministries, Wingate, NC
New Testament Rev. Dr. Roy L. Dennis, Jr.
getﬁsemane Missionary qutist Church, Sa[isﬁury, NC
Pmyer of Comfort Elder Ted Ward
Faith Builders Ministries
Selection Mr. William Chisolm
Remarks
Community Leon Gatewood, Fami(y Friend, HOLLA!
Civic ik Rev. Dr. Bernice Bennett, Mayor of Lilesville
Career. Bt Renee Hamilton, Wadesboro Nursing Home
Open (2 minutes, rp[ease) '
Family Reflections - | Keisha Leaks, Granddaughter
Kimberly Harrington, Daughter, Caregiver
Zlcknow[el{gements & Presentation of Resolution Mr.Harold C. Smith
Ms. Evadne K. Smith
Selection Ms. Sheila }[unt[ey
Eu[ogy Pastor Betty Tillman
E)fpecterf End Ministries, Wadeshoro, NC
Final Viewing
Committal
Benediction Pastor Betty Tillman
Recessional

Interment
Westview Memorial Park, Polkton, North Carolina

“Mother’s Hands”

By Marion Jones (mooﬁfied)

Hands that rocked the cradle

From the moment of our Eirtﬁ,
Their tender touch remembered
By those still here on Earth.
Soft as silk those hands
That taugﬁt us how to pray,
Banisﬁing childhood fears,
Tﬁey soothed each one away.
When.we grew much older
And troubles came my way,
Those hands caressing ours
Did more than words could say.
Mother’s hands were gent[e,
Tﬁey’re missed so very much,
We'd give the world to fee[ once more
Their warm and tender touch.
Those hands were full of comfort
Now tﬁey lie at rest,

But memories hold them close
To the ones tﬁey served the best.
-From her children



Sarah Elizabeth Smith ]-[arrington

In The Beginning:

Some lives are measured by titles, achievements and accolades. Others are measured by the love

tﬁey gave, the sacrz’ﬁces tﬁey made and the generations tﬁey ﬁe@ed sﬁqpe.
The [ife of Sarah Elizabeth Smith Harringtan belonged to the latter.

If her [z’fe could be summarized in just a few words, tﬁey would be strengtﬁ qupfeJ in sweetness.
Those characteristics c{efine the essence of her [ong [zfe as a motﬁer, gmm{motﬁer, sister,
c{au\gﬁter, aunt and cousin.

Born on ][ug. 2, 1932, in Anson County, NC, she was the c[augﬁter of Anderson Marshall and
Mamie Sue Myers of Lilesville, and was raised Ey her mother and stgpfatﬁer, Willie Myers,

a[ongsicﬁz six brothers.
She transitioned on Tﬁurscfay, May 28 2026, at the age of 93.

For most of 93 years, she made Lilesville, NC, her home. On[y in the last 2 % years of her [z’fe did
she leave the f[ace she loved to relocate to Winston-Salem with her youngest c{augﬁter, l(imﬁer[y.

Sarah attended I-[enry Grove E[ementary_ School in Lilesville tﬁrougﬁ the eigﬁtﬁ gmde. But her
education did not end there. Determined to set an examf[e for her children and become a better
version of ﬁerse@‘f she"Feturned to_school in her 30’s and earned her General Education Djp[oma.
That grit led her.to also obtain her’driver's license around the same time, opening the door to a

newfounc[sense Of inafgpem[emce.

The [i]‘e She Built:

Sarah married James Frank Harrington and fo[[owing his _passing in 1976, she coumgeous[y
raised eight children as a single mother providing for their physical needs but also nurturing
them emotionally and spiritually. Her love extended beyond her own household as she helped raise
her grandchildren and welcomed family from near and far into her humble home, creating a place
for comfort and unconditional love.

When asked how she wanted to be remembered, Sarah’s answer was for her “work.” A loyal and
dedicated employee, she devoted 49 years of service to Wadesboro Nursing Home (now Wadesboro
Health and Rehabilitation Center). She worked as a cook and dietary aide, retiring in January
2017 at the age of 84, just nine years Eefore her transition. She took great jﬂ'iafe in her work and
[eft a [asting impression on the residents, fami[ies and her co[[eagues.

Sarah Elizabeth Smith ]-[arm’ngton

Woman of Faith:

Sarah gave her children the best gift of life: raising them in the church on a Christian foundation.
She was as devoted member of Thomas Cﬁqpe[ AME. Zion Church in Lilesville, where she served
faitﬁfu[[y as an usher, Jvresident of the Usher Board and later as “Mother of the Church,” contriﬁuting
to the {piritua[ and financia[ we[[-ﬁeing of the congreqation she loved.

Beyond the four walls, Sarah was an active member of Intercessors of Faith and faithfully tuned in to
Pastor Betty Tillman’s Facebook Live ministry. She often attributed her [ongevity to a [ife of
repentance, prayer and a desire to do God’s will.

Her generosity was also an expression of her faitﬁ as she gave to charitable causes free[y and c]uiet[y.

Her Legacy:

On Aug. 2, 2017, the Town of Lilesville proclaimed Sarah Smith Harrington Day, honoring one of its
most [oya[, determined and resilient citizens as she celebrated both her 85" 5irtﬁc{ay and retirement.

Years later, c[uring the town’s Juneteenth celebration in 2024, Sarah was crowned the z’naugum[ Miss
Juneteenth Queen, a tribute to her [ongevity .cmo[ in recognition of those who came 5efore her.

Yet Jverﬁqps the greatest testimony to Sarah’s strengtﬁ was revealed in her fina[ c{ays. Strong in anfy
and gjm'rt, she afeﬁeaf e)gpectations and confounc[ea’ doctors. Dum’ng the last two weeks of her [ife,
medical jarofessiona[s described her as a “medical miracle” for ﬁaw’ng not manifestec[ symptoms
expected of someone with her condition. She was also clothed in her right mind and for that we give
God the praise.

Sarah was frececﬁzf in death 5y her _parents; ﬁer hushand: four children, Wanda Jean"Paxsons (2011);
John Lee Smith(2016): Frankie Jane Harrington (2020); and James Thomas Smith (2022); and four
brothers, Willie Charles Smith, Willie Myers, Jr., Bi[{y Myers, Boﬁﬁy Myers.

Survivors include four c[augﬁters, [i[[y Marie Lock (]eremiaﬁ) of Monroe: Sarah Ford (Timotﬁy) of
East Spencer; Flora Maske ([eroy) of Wadesboro: and Kimﬁer[y Harrington of the home in Winston-
Salem; two brothers, J.B. Myers (Mary) of Iang and Walter Myers (Peggy) of Lilesville; 11
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandson (fz’ftﬁ genemtz’on); goddaughter,
Earlene Little of Pﬁi[aafe[pﬁia; and a host of relatives, cousins and frz’enafs.

.gpecia[ thanks to all of those who checked on her often with fﬁone calls: Sheila Chambers, Brenda
Merriman, Sean Reaﬁ(ern, Flora Bennett, Rev. joﬁnny Scarﬁorougﬁ and Elder Ted Ward.
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