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Service Under the Direction of

When Tomorrow 
Starts Without Me

By David Romano

When tomorrow starts without me
And I’m not here to see

If the sun should rise and find your eyes
All filled with tears for me

I wish you wouldn’t cry
The way you did today

While thinking of the many things
We did not get to say

I know how much you love me
As much as I love you

Each time that you think of me
I know you will miss me too

When tomorrow starts with out me
Please try to understand

That an angel came and called my name
And took me by the hand

So when tomorrow starts without me
Do not think we’re apart

For every time you think of me
Remember I’m right here in your heart



Obituary
Hattie Mae Norman was born on April 11, 1933, in Creswell, 
NC, to the late Grant Harris and Lucreecy Boughton. She attended 
elementary and high school in Creswell. 

Hattie met the love of her life, Robert Harold Norman, also of Creswell, 
NC, and they were married on April 28, 1951. Nine children were born 
from their union. She and Robert later moved to Baltimore, MD, in 
1952. In 1954, they moved to Newark, NJ. Hattie remained in Newark 
until 2021, returning to Garner, NC, until the Lord called her home on 
April 18, 2025. 

While in Newark, she joined the Little Friendship Baptist Church. She 
was a faithful member there for over thirty years, serving with the 
Deaconess Ministry and the Kitchen Committee. 

Hattie was a loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, great-
great-grandmother, sister, aunt, and friend to many. She loved to sing, 
cook, shop, and travel. One of her most favorite things to do was helping 
others. She always had a joke to tell, and she kept you laughing. She loved 
her family with all her heart. Hattie never met a stranger. She believed 
and trusted in God. One of her favorite sayings when things got rough 
was, “There’s a Lord up there.”

Hattie was preceded in death by her parents, Grant and Lucreecy; 
brothers, Charles, Collie, Dennis, Herbert, Andrew Paul, and Alton 
Rayfield; sisters, Laura, Roxana, Ethel, Agnes, Henrietta, and Nancy; 
children, Jacqueline Faye and Phillip Ray; grandchildren, Denise 
Elizabeth and Azeezuddin; great-grandchildren, Barry Bernard and 
Tanaisha; and great-great-grandchildren, Zaire Tawone.

Hattie leaves to cherish her memories: her sisters, Doretha, Elsie 
(Waverly), Willie Margaret (John) Rosa, and Joyce (Ronald); children, 
Elizabeth, Verlene, Baaqia, Jerome (Charlotte), Deborah, Felicia, and 
Thelma (Arthur Lee); grandchildren, Sharell (Al), Ollie (Shani), Donisa 
(Wali), Belinda (Wade), Jaliyl, (Marta), Fayruz, Danaayaal, (Jessica), 
Hanif, Aqeel, Shawn, Baron, Curtis, (Christina), Melissa, Derien, 
Deron, Crystal, Patrice, Diana, Givon (Selena), Davin, and Rashad 
(Teresa); great-grandchildren, Tawone (Lenore), Amir (Leona), Zakiyah, 
Ashantah, Mariyah, Juwan, Nathan, Noah, Naomi, Jerell (Nahilah), 
Shymar, Joshua, Shayne, Serenity, Alim, Yasin, Shawon, Shazzae, 
Savannah, Brice, Devon, and Judah; great-great-grandchildren, Skylar, 
Autumn, Kaydence, Paris, Zazeerah, Breone, Syidda, Jaquay, Amir, 
Adrienne, Vanessa, Jeremiah, Danay, and Prince; extended family, 
Chris Wynn and Nelson Fennell; as well as a host of nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

Hattie touched a lot of lives and was loved by many. She will be greatly 
missed.
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