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McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams 
~A life well lived~ 

 

McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams was born in Waynesboro, Georgia, as the only child to Mr.Fred         
Williams and Mrs. Selena Jones on August 4,1939. He graduated from Dillard High School in Ft. Lauderdale 
Florida in 1958. He attended the Midwestern Broadcasting Schools of Radio and TV Technology in Chicago 
and the RCA Institute in New York. McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams married Cynthia Joanna Cartwright 
on June 24,1967, in West Palm Beach, Florida. These two love birds were married for 56 years.  
 

He worked as a Radio Disc Jockey in Houston, Texas and WMBM in Miami. He was employed by WRBD in 
Ft. Lauderdale Florida as sports director and afternoon disc jockey. He was affectionately known by his radio 
name “Crown Prince.” He was heard Monday thru Friday from 3:00 pm until sign-off and on Saturday 6:00 
am – 12:00 pm saying: “You are in tuned to Crown the ruler of monarch sound. E-papadah, whoa this is the 
Crown, back on scene with the record machine, the correct time now is 3:15 pm.” While at WRBD, he        
created a program for youth called “Teen Talk.”   
 

After his time at WRBD, McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams worked for Time Warner under the Atlantic 
Records label promoting the Rhythm and Blues for the State of Florida. He worked with recording artists 
such as Levert, Sister Sledge, Brandi, Al Green, Johnny Gill, Stacy Lattisaw, Pink Floyd, Kwame, YES, 
Twisted Sister, Led Zeppelin, AC/DC, The Drifters, Slave, Hall and Oats, Ray Charles, The Velvet Under-
ground, and En Vogue just to name a few. Several of the recording artists that he promoted, such as Aaliyah, 
won        Platinum Album from the Recording Industry Association of America for multi-platinum sales of 
more than 2 million copies. He received numerous awards of excellence from Atlantic Records Black Music 
Promotion.  
 
McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams was a member of New Mount Olive Baptist Church. He served on the 
finance committee and supported the Radio Ministry. Moreover, he was a mentor to many young men in Ft. 
Lauderdale and Broward County such as Mr. Albert R. McWhite. He was a member of the Elks Club of Ft. 
Lauderdale and Big Brothers of America. He was kind, loving, and giving. He, Mr. Fred Benby, and Tylus 
Grant were instrumental in constructing a new weight room for Bethune Cookman Athletics as well as 
providing sweat suits for the Clark Atlanta University Football Team. 
 

McKinley “Crown Prince” Williams enjoyed spending time with family, talking on the phone, listening to the 
Word of God, and calling all of his children, grandchildren, and great grand-children by their nick names that 
he gave them. He was a true fan of any sports team on which his children or grandchildren were playing on. 
They were and always will be his pride and joy. 
 

McKinley “Crown Prince Williams” was preceded in death by father Fred Williams, mother and step-father 
Selena and Eugene Thomas, grandfather and grandmother Deacon Phil and Ida Mae Jones, father-in law and 
mother-in-law John and Rutha Mae Cartwright. 
 

“Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.” Matthew 4:5 KJV 
 

McKinley “ Crown Prince” Williams is survived by his loving wife Cynthia Joanna Williams, four sons, 
McKinley Williams II, Frederick C. Williams (Melissa), Reginald A. Williams (Criseida), Philip B. Williams; 
one daughter, Kimberly A. Davis; brothers-in-law James Cartwright (Cherlene), John Garfield Cartwright; 
sisters-in-law Sandra Queen, The Rev. Grace C. Washington (Deacon Robert), Catherine Cartwright; grand-
children Whitley, McKinley III, Frederick II (Chasity), D’corian (Brittany), Gracelyn, Reginald II, Caleb, 
Bryce, Philip II, Taylor, John, Boston, Ayver, Cynthia, Zahara, Matthew; great-grandson Carter, and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
 

May God grant each of us peace as we cherish the memory of this remarkable man. We know that McKinley 
is at peace and now joins the heavenly hosts of those who have gone before him. 
 

McKinley, we will always love you! 



Order of Service 
 
Processional………...…………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Rev. Ernest King ……..……………………………………………………………. Officiating 
 
Musical Prelude……………… “Order My Steps”……………..…………. NMOBC Musician 
 
Prayer………………………………………………...……..….. Rev. Dr. Grace C. Washington 

Love Life Christian Fellowship Church, Ellenwood, Georgia 
 

Scriptures 
Old Testament………………..…Ecclesiastes 7:1-8………………………. Rev. David E. Deal 

Every Christian’s Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
 
New Testament…………………..Revelation 22:1-5……….… Rev. Dr. Frederick C. Williams 

Turkey Creek Missionary Baptist Church, Dublin, Georgia 
 
Selection……………….… “Singing Hallelujah All Day” ………………. Deacon Earl Mason 
 

Reflections 
As A Family Member ..………………………….………………………………Shawn Verdree 
As A Father …………………………………….………………………………..….… Children 
As A Friend.................................................................................................................. Joe Fisher 

 
Official Expression of Sympathy……………..……………………..….… Florida State Senate 
 
Resolution…………………………………..……………………………………..Church Clerk 
 
Acknowledgements……………..……………………………. McWhite’s Funeral Home Staff 
 
Obituary…………………………………………..……………………………… Read Silently 
 
Selection…………………“Because of Who You Are”……………………..… Claudia Counts 

St. Christopher Episcopal Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
 
Eulogy…………………………..……………………………………….. Rev. Anthony Burrell 

Living Waters Christian Fellowship Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
 
Recessional/ Music……………… “How Great Is Our God”...…………………. Congregation  

New Mount Olive Baptist Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
 

Repast immediately following interment in the Church’s Fellowship Hall. 




