
God Called You Home 
 

God looked around his garden 
And found an empty space; 

He then looked down upon this earth 
And saw your tired face. 

He put His arms around you 
And lifted you to rest; 

God's garden must be beautiful, 
He only takes the best. 

He knew you were in pain, 
He knew you might never 

Get well upon this earth again. 
He saw the road was getting rough 
And the hills were hard to climb, 
so He closed your weary eyelids 
and whispered 'Peace be thine.' 
It broke our hearts to lose you, 

But you never went alone, 
For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home.  

 
 

Willis Funeral Home, Inc.  
2011 Martin L. King, Jr. Blvd. Dalton, GA 30721  

 706-278-3808  www.willisfuneralhomedalton.com 
“A Complete and Dignified Service to All.” 
Layout  by: Cynthia Smith (706)980-4066 

FLOWER BEARERS 
Family & Friends 

 CASKET  BEARERS   
Family & Friends 

 
Funeral Arrangements Entrusted To: 



The Order of Homegoing Celebration 
 

 

Prelude………………………..…………...…Ms. Moriah Thomas, Musician 
Processional     . 

Song…….“Goodness of God”…...Mountain Ridge Baptist Church Choir 

Old Testament………….…………………………Deacon Tremayne Pender 

New Testament….………………………..….……...…Deacon Chris Pender 

Prayer of Consolation…………….………….………Rev. Timothy Simpson 

Special Tribute ………….…………….Deacon Larry & Jacqueline Austin 
                                                                                          Deacon Steve Austin 
                                                                                    Mrs. Antoinette Rhodes 
 

Resolutions and Acknowledgements                                                                                          

Selection……….…“if you could see me now”…..........Ms. Cathy Wright 

Eulogy………………………………………...…………Dr. Jerry Jones, Sr.                            
               Mountain Ridge Baptist Church, Dalton, Georgia  
 

Recessional..“going up yonder”..Mountain Ridge Baptist Church Choir 
Postlude 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction, & Interment 
Chattanooga National Cemetery  ~ Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Monday September 23, 2024  11:00 A.M. 
 

 
 

Acknowledgement 
The Family of Mrs. Shirley Ann Simpson Austin gratefully and graciously  
acknowledges all expressions of kindness and support shown to us during  

the passing of our loved one. Your phone calls, cards, visits and most  
importantly, your prayers have given us strength, comfort and peace.  

We will always be appreciative of the support, concern and care 
you have expressed to our family.  



Reflections of Life 
 For 

Mrs. Shirley Ann Simpson Austin 

Mrs. Shirley Ann Simpson Austin, a devoted servant of the Lord, claimed 
her victory as God’s faithful servant on Friday, September 13, 2024. 
 

Born on October 17, 1943, to the late Walter Eugene Simpson and Gladys 
Rooker Simpson, Mrs. Austin graduated from Emery Street High School 
in 1961 and retired from Hamilton Medical Center. She was a member of 
Mountain Ridge Baptist Church. She was preceded by her husband,  
William Lavern Austin, Sr., brothers, Richard (“Dickie”) Simpson, Steve 
Simpson, and sister, Norma Jean Simpson Washington.   
 

Mrs. Austin was a loving and dedicated wife, mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, cousin, and friend. She found joy in watching court shows, classic 
movies, solving puzzles, shopping, getting her nails and hair done, and 
spending time with her grandson. 
 

Those who remain to cherish her memory are her loving, caring, and  
devoted children, daughter, Mary Kendra (Armah) Carter; sons, William 
(Carol Brito) Austin, Jr., Eric (Dee) Curtis; grandchildren, Myles Austin 
Curtis, Desmond Austin-Brito; two brothers-in-law, James Howard  
Austin, Sr., Larry (Jacqueline) Austin; two sisters-in-law, Mary Ruth  
Austin, Alice Simpson; special niece, Shonda Simpson Tinson, dear 
friend, Geraldine Hill of Columbus, Ohio, other nieces, nephews, cousins, 
friends, and her church family. 
 

 
 

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to 
be present with the Lord ” 2 Corinthians 5:8 
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