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R E F L E C T I O N  O F  L I F E

Evelyn Virginia Clark, better known as “Punny”, was born on 
May 25, 1960, in Oconee County, GA, to the late Henry Peter 
Clark and Kathleen Finch Clark. On November 12, 2023, Heaven 
called her home to be with our dear Lord and she answered the 
call.

Punny grew up and attended school in Oconee County with her 
siblings, close family and friends. She graduated from Oconee 
County High School in 1979 and never ventured far away from 
family. She moved to Athens, GA in the 80’s where she worked a 
number of jobs, helped take care of family, met her life partner 
and expanded her family. Her loving presence also made a very 
positive impact on her community and those that she came in 
contact with. No matter who you were or where you came from, 
Punny had a way of making you feel welcome, and just like 
family at all times. She was the Mother of Mothers.

Punny was an exceptional mother, partner, daughter, sister, 
grandmother, aunt, friend and so much more. She had a heart 
of pure gold and would give the world to those that she loved. 
Although her children and grandchildren were her entire world, 
Punny opened her heart and her home to so many others who 
also considered her “Ma”. Her unconditional love, compassion 
and acceptance of everyone earned her the love and respect 
of so many who will miss her dearly. Punny’s life was a true 
testimony of God’s Grace and Glory and her memory will forever 
live on through the love she gave to this world. 

Punny treasured family and friends more than anything and 
spent her lifetime caring for those she loved and those in need. 
Though she will be missed by those who loved her, she will be 
welcomed into heaven by those who have gone before her. 
Preceding her in death were her parents; two sisters, Alice Clark 
& “Gloria”; a brother, Gregory Clark and her life partner, Dewey 
Kelley, Sr.

Punny leaves behind to cherish her memories: seven 
children, Latrita Clark (Benjamin Tarpkins), LaKeisha Kelley-
Wallace (Dedarion Wallace), Dewey Kelley, Jr., Iesha Kelley, 
Jasmine Kelley, Tanikqua Kelley and Demonte Clark; thirteen 
grandchildren, BJ Tarpkins, Ka’Zariyah Ballard, Zamariah Kelley, 
Jonavan Bailey, Tydarrion Brightwell, Zayden Ervin, Jontez 
Bailey, Bryson Kelley, JaKari Bailey, Makhi Sanchez, Jasiyah 
Ervin, Destiny Wallace and Promise Clark; a sister, Brenda Clark 
(Dennis Brown Sr.); two brothers, Freddy Clark and Robert 
Mitchell; three nieces, Tonya (Tony) Thomas, Denetria Brown 
and Demonica Clark; three nephews, Casey Clark, Dennis Brown 
and Dominique Brown; two aunts, Mary Mitchell and Jessie 
Finch; also a special nephew, Willie Dean; a Godson, Laderren 
Flanigan and a Goddaughter, Angela Wymbs. 
Punny was also a mother and grandmother figure to so many 
others who loved her and she also leaves behind a host of other 
relatives and friends to cherish her memories and carry on her 
legacy of love.

Dear Mother
Never in a million years did I think 
this day would come so soon. I wake up 
hoping that this is a dream, never went 
this long without receiving a phone call 
from you.

I want you to know that you mean the 
world to me, not only a mother, but as 
a friend, and motivator. You was the 
strongest person I know. So many times 
that I have seen you fight battles in your 
life alone by just putting your mind to 
it. Only a heart as dear as yours would 
give so unselfishly. You make me laugh, 
you love, you care.

When I needed you, you was 
always right there. You are my
rock, and I can say that I 
was truly blessed to have you
as my mother. So now I ask
you to continue to watch over
me and your kids and 
grandkids. I promise you I will
be there for them. I will not be 
a mother to them but I will be
that big sister that they need.

Love your favorite daughter, Latrita Clark
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