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The family wishes to express our appreciation and gratitude 
for the love and sympathy that was shown upon our family 
during the loss of our loved one. We are forever grateful for 
your prayers and support. A special thank you to the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church West, Ms. Lynn Brown and Ms. Angela Vinson. 
We pray God continues to show his grace and blessings upon 
you all. - The Bankston/ Crawford Family
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O B I T U A R Y

Ms.Tunja Danette Crawford was born May 31, 1964 in Athens, GA 
to Mr. Joe and the late Mrs. Flora Dean Bankston. She was called 
to eternal rest on Tuesday, December 26, 2023 with family and 
friends by her side. 

She joined Ebenezer Baptist Church West, Athens, GA at an early 
age under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Winfred M. Hope. There she 
served as an usher, a member of the choir and assisted with 
various community outreach programs. 

Danette or “Net” as she was known by many, graduated from 
Clarke Central High School in 1982. She was a member of the 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). In her senior year, 
she was voted “Best Dressed” by her classmates. She later 
attended Athens Tech and served as a Secretary in the Athens 
Tech chapter of the Future Secretaries Association. 

After finishing her education at Athens Tech, Sis. Crawford was 
employed at the U.S. Department of Agriculture for over 20 years 
where she served in various roles and capacities. She would go 
on and serve as the church secretary at Ebenezer Baptist Church 
West in operational duties to maintain the church and support 
members.

In her free time, she enjoyed crocheting, being at the church 
even when she wasn’t working, and spending time with family 
and friends.

In addition to her mother, she was preceded in death by her sister, 
Karen Vanessa Bankston.

She leaves to cherish her memories: her loving daughters, 
Summer Vanessa Crawford and Autumn Vanessa Crawford, both 
of Athens, GA; her supportive father, Joe L. Bankston of Athens, 
GA; five aunts, Carolyn (Pete) Sheppard, Annie Bankston of 
Athens, GA, Catherine Bankston of Landover, Maryland, Lavonne 
Bankston of Washington, DC and Valerie Bankston of Athens, GA; 
one uncle, Anthony (Cassandra) Bankston of Athens, GA, and a 
special cousin Karen (Steve) Dean Horton of Athens, GA; and a 
host of cousins, other relatives and friends. 
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