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Donald Maurice Bryant was born on April 2, 1942, to Edward and Margie Bryant.
The fifth of ten children, Don carried music in his bones from his earliest days.
What began as a childhood love of singing grew into a lifelong calling—one
devoted to writing, performing, entertaining, and sharing his voice with the world.
His talent was unmistakable, but it was his warmth and spirit that truly set him
apart.

Don was a lifelong member of Carnegie Church of God in Christ, where he
faithfully worshiped and served under two generations of the McNeal family’s
leadership. He accepted Christ at a young age and dedicated many years to the
church as Minister of Music, using his gift to uplift, inspire, and bring joy to the
congregation.

A graduate of Booker T. Washington High School, Don’s early years were marked
by a deep commitment to music. He was a member of the vocal quartet the Four
Kings, whose talents led them to perform with Willie Mitchell’s band. These
formative experiences opened the door for Don to sign with Willie Mitchell and Hi
Records as a solo artist—a pivotal chapter in his life and the season in which he met
the love of his life, Ann Peebles.

Don built a beautiful life rooted in devotion, creativity, and family. For more than
fifty years, he walked hand-in-hand with Ann, and together they created a home
filled with love, laughter, stories, and song.

Don was preceded in death by his parents, his son, a sister, and five brothers.

He leaves to cherish his memory his beloved wife, Ann; his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren; his siblings; nieces and nephews; and a host of family
members and friends who will forever feel his melody in their hearts.

A Legacy of Music
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HIS NAME REMAINS

To the ones who knew him as Dad or Daddy,
remember how love sounded—
a playful “knucklehead,”
a tender “sweetheart,”
each name holding
his warmth, his care,
and the safety of being loved.

To those who called him Granddaddy,
remember the joyful chaos—
tickle marathons, silly songs,
and the kind of laughter that made
even the smallest days feel big.

To the little ones who lovingly called him Grandpa Don or just Don,
hold close the gentle hands, warm hugs,
and stories told with a sparkle in his eye—
a great-grandfather whose kindness
fit perfectly into tiny hearts.

To those who called him Uncle Don,
keep the memories of mischief and wisdom,
the way he showed up—
with humor, with heart,
with a presence that made every gathering feel whole.

And for everyone who knew him simply as Don—
family, friends, neighbors, fans, and all the lives he touched—
honor the entertainer,
the storyteller, the song in the room,
the man who carried music in his soul
and shared it generously with us all.

These are the names we called him.
These are the pieces of him to keep.
And though he has sung his final earthly note,
his name remains—
spoken, remembered,
and carried forward in love.
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