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" "d "I' l • " iou 11eJ•er sai , m eavmg. 
You never said, "Good-bye." 

You were gone before I knew it, 
And only God knew why. 

A million times I needed you; 
A million times I cried. 

If loJ•e alone could have saved you, 
You never would have died. 
111 life, I loved you dearly; 
In death, I love you still. 

In my heart, you hold a place 
- That no one could ever fill. 
It broke my heart to lose you, 

But you didn't go alone. 
Part of me went with you 

The day God took you home. 
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ACKNO,Vl§DGE1\1tENT 
The family of the late Lucille Kirk Heard would like to express 

I 

our sincerest thanks for the many expressions of condolences 1
~ 

shown to us during this time of our bereavement. May God 

continue to bless and keep each of you. 
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Lucille Kirk Heard, 78, peaccfullr passed awar on Thursday night, April 9, 2026, 
at home surrounded by loved ones. Affectionately known as "Lucy" or •Momma 
Lucy" to all who cherished her, she was born in Gadsden, AL, on July 7, 1947, to John 
and Earlene Kirk. Lucy was a proud lifelong resident of Gadsden and a distinguished 
member of the Can-er High School Class of 1965. In 2025, she relocated to Troy, 
Alabama, with her belo,-cd daughter, Erika V. Heard. 

Lucy shared her light, joy, and love with her family and her community. She was deeply 
committed to her Christian faith and her calling to serve. She united with Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church in 1963 and served faithfully until her health declined 
in 2022. She was a visible and de,·oted member who participated in the Mass Choir; 
while she did not lead songs. she could narrate one with a powerful voice that stirred 
the soul. She led the Junior Red Circle, Matrons, Missionary Society, Baptist Training 
Union, and youth groups. She not only taught Sunday School but also strengthened it 
through her leadership as Sunday School Superintendent. Her sister and best friend, 
Jackie, was her consunt companion and partner in service. Lucy fulfilled her calling 
as a teacher and minister of the gospel. She finished her course and heard the words 
every faithful scn,nt longs to receive, "Wdl done, my good and faithful servant. 
Enter into the joy of the Lord.'" 

Lucille was highly intelligent and possessed a natural gift for science. While attending 
Carver High School, she began coursework at Gadsden State Community College 
in preparation for a healthcare career. She made history as the first Black female 
Lab Technician in the City of Gadsden. With excellence and pride, she served the 
community at Baptist Memorial Hospital (Gadsden Regional Hospital) for 42 years. 

Lucy was the second of eight children bom to John and Earlene Kirk. Known as a 
"True Lady" with a positive spirit and wise counsel, she was preceded in death by her 
father, John Kirk; mother, Earlene "Mamo" Kirk; brothers, John and Clinton Kirk; 
and dear sister, Janice "Jackie" Turner. 
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