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••• §Jf ;lTWtR AGAIN ... A SONG OF LIVJNG ._:· 
,,; l : • )~ .,, .,.. 

Mr. Homer Danley. Officiating • {.:.-- l \ ·. • · · -
(Former student, lifetimefriend) ,: • '; • . 

\' Processional ...................................................... ... Soft Musif 
' , . 

Solo ................................................................... "I'm Free" 
Deacon Darfus Dallas 

Invocation ............................................. Deacon Ben Sextop 
.. , 

Scripture Readings: -~ / __ 
Old Testament .......... Psalms 23:1-6 ......... Bishop Randy Parker 
NewTestament. .... IJohn 14:1-4 ........ Reverend RoudellWilson 

Selection ....................... Combined Choir of Douglas County 

Me,nories .................................. .............. Two Minutes, Please 
Mr. Esau Birdsong 
Mr. Stewart's Barber and Long-term Friend 
Judge Barbara Caldwell 
Fonner Student and Lifetime Friend 
AJquetta Thurman 
Neighbor,fonner student, lifetime friend 
Mr. Clarence Zachery 
Fonner Student and Lifetime Friend 
Mrs. Hazel D. Burton 

.::1-~: 

. . 
Fornier Student, Secretary for Over 20 Years, Lifetime Friend , 

•"' ·\ ·• ~;' Family Representative Remarks .... Stephen Huffman, Nephew\ 

,wl~~gc"!ents ........................................ Ruby C 

:Ion ....... ! ...... :.: .... Combined ChoirofDougla ··.r P!'-- ,, I 
•1 ......... ....... t, ..... 1.. .... :: ... Reverend Cha 

\~ /,zion Hill Baptist Church Tru 

. .._ ........... ~evere\d Chari 
• 1 

~:j• 

Because I have loved life, 
I shall have no sorrow to die,. 

I have sent up my gladness on wings, 
• to be lost in the blue of the sky. 

• . - I have run and _l~aped with the rain, 
• • Jhave _token.the wind to my breast. 

• My cheek like a dro~ chjfd toJhe/.ll~e-~ 
• ; of th(earth I have pre$S~d. , 

Because I have loved life, 

/ 
I sh;ll have no so-,.,.9w to ~i,: 

,Am~lia Josephine Bu'!,, -

PALLBEARERS • / • , - , 
. Morris Ellison 

Renard Burton 
Nathan Zachery 

_ -Dcwat'd Burton • 
.Leon McClarty 

Alp hons() Thurman 
' , . l 

FLOWER LADIES: \,: 
_ LaSo~r,a Burton . • Co'nnie Joh~s Peltier 

Sonya G~iggs Chasten • Terri priggs 
_____ .:o~fd~ Ellison Trina Smit~ .. 

.: • :.-_ HONORARY FLOWER LADIES ·./ 
., ••~--=•• I ... .,-~.:-. 

__ ., 

Phyllis Ayers 
Georgie Danley Faye'Dobbs----• •• 

Gloria Dobbs 1 

•.• '(,,!' 
• ,.• t .',_ ..... 

,J' • 
-)~Jd~nce Danfoy 
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I • INTER~tENT • ~.# • 

< al :;,;i 
f .J;..\\ . ,·~· , Lincoln Hill Cemetery 

4-08 fiii_~e~ Avenue I Gadsden·, Alabama 35903 
' . ' •·. \ ... - - -

,. ... ~. -~· 
A(KNOWLEDGF!IENT • ::)li ' . The Ste1JJartfam1ly expresses thanks to the many students,frlen~,· t, . • 

and churc~fam~lyfor their cards !!XP~i9ns oj.J.indne.ss.-M_a..:f.1. 
God bless the kind hands and h1artf extended to our f amity. ' ' 

• ! •• 

_ .. - -SERVICE BY PROFESSIONALS 
• 

-:~ .. 
-/1-°5?7 

'"'-·-.:. .,. . 

I ---!- -., ~'i 

- ~-C' V 
• ' '~~) •. •• 1 -~!1 .. ., ,. 

MEM(lRV-l • -.'? ~/ ' ' ·, ,: . -
• ~· ~.·::,;$ .. -,.~ -... 

/_,.. • ·- "'"' •. - r 

• ST• ' • • • J ,>·iJ. .. Wtlill>AO :\Mi;. . ;. . '.-:,.~ 
• t..Qlt>~, '-""""'"" 256.\'l,au,. r-_: ' {. ·, •. rrt ~.-i_2; .. ,.. J. l~. \.. ~"<~ . •' •• ,:· .. {-,t ·.;- • l . ,..:--'; ... -•,, .-.,, .. !b_ . :. __ , ·,~· ... ,.~~ .... -•• "II.., ... 

... 
"\:, 

,..'I\ • .,,,. 

'\ 

,· OF LIFE •. FOR 
.,• 

.., 

.,..-

M 

" ., . •:~,~~} 
::(~~Ji ~. •-;·~, .. i ..... . 
••• \1,::-.i:.1~~ ..... ,,..,._ 

... ~.:• 

\ 

.. ~; !: 
'>· 

... .,, 

\,,, 

dt 
STEWART .. 

!j 

SUNRISE 
June 25, 1924 

SUNSET 
April 191 2026 

', . 
' ~. 

"Some people shine too brigh'tty to ive; beforgotten." ·:, . . ... ' 

' ,., 
Saturday, May 2, 2026, • 

Family Hour: 10:00AM I Service: 11:00AM " . , 
• J. W. Stewart Middle School Auditorium ·i,_<- ,-.:.,, -:·' 

8138 Malone Street 1. Douglasville, Georgja ~O\:f4. _ \½;.~ ' 
• • • \ ,'-, .. :~. ,~·J)--1%,;A;_ 

i • ..,._...,. ..... 
Mr. Homer Danley, Ojf,ciat!ng '·. -~-:.~ft 

(Former student, lifetime friend) • '. -! • ,tit,:--J . . ., .. ,~. ·~ ·;"- ' ·: ... ' ::; 14','<; ..... .·'4i,. 1ft]. 111~ .. ~--



' ,(' 1_~1-zt '. '\ <.~,.,,~ .. u \, "" _.. ' ... ., "'"' • ~.,,,, 

~: ~\\\~ . 
~-• 1 .... ·, :•: . , i' ~1/•.-~lle t.o coordinate the J?rovislon o,f lunch by Zion Hill Baptist 

1 ,/, ,r, '•:~ J x.:....--_ ·, k1_~h1~~~ef~1-~rccdom Riders during their 1961 joutncy through 
-··· l •·-··: • ' 1 ~rgja. • ,· • -

~~--,-1::, ,L·1. 
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1.,9'"'•1•~ • • tu • ' ~--- \ •-, y " \ 'Totverythingthere,saseason ...... Ahmeloeverypurpos~ •1 1 , , > 
' • Ecclesiastes3:I ' • ~,: • i ·TIM]l;fO LABOR_ .................. _. ........... : ... GENESIS ~:19 

John Willis Stewart entered the presence of God on April 19, 2026, at the 
age of 101 years. Mr. Stewart was married to Juanita Elizabeth Ellison 
Stewart, who preceded him in death after 72 years of marriage. Though 
no children were born to this union, Mr. Stewart and his wife gave and 
in return, received love, encouragement, and support to family, friends, 
students, employees, fellow educators, and other leaders within their 
Douglas County, GA community throughout their years. 

A TIME TO BE BORN .................. ECCLESIASTES 3:2 
John was born on June 25, 1924, in the rural community of Victoria, TN. 
He was the youngest of nine children born to the late Addie Robinson and 
William Scott Stewart. His beloved siblings all preceded John in death: 
four sisters, l.ccta Stewart Benton, lea Stewart Fortune, Grace Stewart 
Butler, and Aileen Stewart Wtlliams; and four brothers, Marvel, Henry 
C., Ray, and Roland B. Stewart. 

A TIME TO BE SAVED ................................. .JOHN 3:3 
John began his Christian pilgrimage at Missionary Ridge Baptist Church 
.in Tennessee at a young age. Later in life, he joined Zion Hill Baptist 
Church, Douglasville, GA. In Douglasville, he also attended other 
churches to interact with the community in worship. 

A TIME TO BE TRAINED ................. PROVERBS 22:6 
John's primary and secondary education was in tbe Marion County 
School System in Tennessee. After graduating from high school, he was 

.J_.,.drafted intotheU.S.Army. Following his active military service, John's 
roldcst sister, l.ccta Benton Stewart, an educator who lived near the 
,• Tuskegee campus, encouraged and supported his studies at Tuskegee 

,, University. His educational accomplishments include a degree in 1 ;i' ,Agricultural Education from Tuskegee Institute, followed by a Master 
;.. of Education degree from New York University. He also completed 
,.• educational seminars and workshops, earning numerous certificates, 
~. .indudingtbose from Atlanta University and West Georgia College. ~--('A TIME TO SERVE ........................... MATTHEW 20:4 
:h Mr. Stewart served as an active-duty soldier in World War JI, 1943-1946. 
:{ 
'• M~. Stewart's service roles to Douglas County and the State of Georgia 

\community included: membership on the U.S. Draft Board, GA. for 
three years; and life membership in the NAACP, NEA. GEA, and GTEA. 

! !f e also served on several state and local boards. 

i,, yme-known historical fact: Though Mr. Stewart did not have an active 
f~~in the Civp Rights Movement, he strongly supported the movement. 

identified as -a key figure in obtaining permission from the City 
',VK>;_(, . ., .. .tc_ •. ~, ,f_d d.-' ,. r: 

i' • The·co'tl'lblnation of Mr. Stewart's farming experience as a boy and teen, 

ll ~- -f- /. • 
, 1JUlit!ry' back~ou~d, and ~gricultural degree l~~- t<? role under the 

.~ta~~ of,Ge~i:-gia t'o increase the efficiency .Clf fa.nnJ.ng. in Georgia. John's 
•. • role included instructing future African American farmers on new .• 

·• techn!qu;s and r;sca~h to improve land productivi~y, !~g_c~~P __ j_ 
yields, and shift toward raising livestock and poultry. 

of'... ,,., • 

' -Mr. Stewart's role as an agriculturaf lnstructofled to a recommendation 
tba"t he pursu'e his master's degree in-education. Upon completion of his 
master's degree, he accepted a position as tefcher, basketball coa~hra'nd 
lateHssistantprintipaI of HutchinsonJ-ligh School in Douglas Cou~ty, 

I ' I 
GA. In 1957, the graduates of Hutchinson H.igh Sc boo I (the school's final 
yea~rec~gnized Mr. Stewart'~ gut~ai:ice. ·i . .' ,\: 

• ' ,~ ' ' • 'Ii . ' \ \ 
,Following the closing of Hutchihs~m High, fM'r. Stewart served as the 
founding pri~cipal of R. L. Coustns Hig~ School-9nelof th.e first African:' 

"' America'ii high schools in Douglas Colmty, GJ\-for 29 y,~rs. The building 
that housed the f9riner R. L. Cqusins 'conijnues to\serve' as a middle 

' '•• -; •. ' I 
school ~oday.':~ 1974,' the school .was n~mel:I John 'f/Stewart Mµldle 
Sch°f_l rn M~e~art s honor. ·" , -~ • \ : 

.....- • •· --r- --:--...__ . ~- • • ,., , 
Mr. Stewart also served two yeafS as assistant superintendent of Douglas 
.County Schpols. Mr. Stewart retired-in 198i after 34- years'with the 

,... :\ . . . - " 
Dougla~ ~V~ty Scho'?I System. i_ , . , ~.-.- ,. -· 

~-1;1~10 .LAUGH. ........... ,: ... :-.. A T1Mf-TO]JANCE 
, t,,, • , \. {•ECCLESIASTES 3:4·- •. 

,,r;hisfamilyaridt~ii:nds,~ohn was best Jen.own for his passion for fishing. 
After t.h~ir reti1eri\~nt, ·~_e and his wjfe could frequently be found in their 
fishµlg bo-a(~~. late-es.and riversJn

1 
G~orgia an<! oth~r states. They also. I 90 years '(Nieces a'nd Nephews) 

/. love~watc.hirlg~p?i:ts,t.raveling,llrtd·exploring'hewcultures. Highlights.• '+· ~-~•,..,...,. ___ ._, ______ _ 
' of their travels 1ric1udetthe Holy Land'.iiia Africa~· • •• • • 
r V •' • • • '• ,, • • • j 1 r-
TA TIME .TO DIE .................... ,. ..... A .. ~OF-P-[tAGE --1 

I 

·". - , ..• • ECCLESIAS-fES-12-8 . . _ 
Th~BibJe-teij~ u~ Ggd is our God fore;et,•He{vasJohri's guide even unto • 

._JJcath. John leaves- to ·cherish hjvmeniories: his nieces and nep~ewt 
t.f,rgai:et Scott of MJ, William H. Willia~ of MI, Reverend Cre~·siei".:Ingc 

. ., of~ Ray ,Trecia) Stewart of M{, his c . .u-~~er, Willis (Me~t)') Stewart 
of GA, Linella Stewart of tiH, ~eta· Ste't<art of M!, ~tephen (Christie) 

, .Huf_fma .. n of AL, Karep Huffrrian of AL, "·.c111.rr
1
(D. e*iree)'Huffman o. f AL; an .... ~, ,., \', •' ... , J .-,\.1 J1 J ~! 7. 

. abundapc!! t,f grand!nieces and'g~.and-ihew and many caring and 
'1,,,.t' ,._ • I ,1~ • ' ' I ."Yving friends. , ' ' ,;• ' " 

·; • ... , • ' • ' • ._,, . •• .Jr-\. I • • '· • I \\ ',., • . - • -~, 
~•.'·~ ... tu "'° ~l( .,._'_ ~•-·•' J-- ~-1}':... -~,j._~A...,.-~-• i ~·',"M'~ .Jt' 

. .... 97:Years 'J ,__~~..... lOOYea,i ,... r:..,..~•"'-
··' . .. 
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