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The family of  the late Mr. John Keller, Jr. wishes to express their sincere gratitude 

to everyone for the kind expressions of  sympathy, support, and love during this 

difficult time.  Your thoughtfulness and presence have brought comfort and are 

deeply appreciated. 

-The Family 

Arrangements Entrusted to: 
Simmons Funeral Home and Crematory of  Orangeburg 

Simmons Funeral Home of  Santee 
Paul A. Simmons, Founder and President 

2868 Columbia Road, Orangeburg, SC 29118 
803-534-2646 

 

8824 Old #6 Highway, Santee, SC 29142 
(803) 854-2044 

www.simmmonsfuneralhome.com 



Processional/Final Viewing .................................... Clergy & Family 
 
Hymn .................................................................... ”What a Fellowship” 
 
 
Scripture Reading ................................................ Pastor Glen Keller 

Old Testament 
New Testament 

Solo...................................................................................... Alex Fogle 
 
Prayer ............................................................ Deacon Johnny Wiliams 
 
Selection ........................................................ Family Combined Choir 
 
Reflection ..................................................................... Annette Sellers 

Tanya Smith 
Family & Friends 

 
Acknowledgement/Reading of Obituary .................. Contessa Keller 
 
Solo ................................................................................ Bobby Fogle 
 
Eulogy ......................................................... Reverend Alfonso Fogle 
 
Committal, Payer & Benediction 

Interment 
Island Cemetery 

Santee, South Carolina 



Obituary 

September 18, 1947- May 28, 2025 

 
John Keller was born on September 18, 1947, in Elloree South Carolina, to the late John Wil-
liam and Essie Fogle. He was lovingly adopted and raised by his mother and step father, Paul 
Fogle Jr. On May 28, 2025, John was called home to be with the Lord while at Englewood 
Hospital in Englewood, New Jersey. 

At an early age, John gave his life to Christ and joined Red Hill Baptist Church in Santee, 

South Carolina. He graduated from Roberts High School in Holly Hill, South Carolina, and 

began his working life briefly at the Shulers Farm before relocating to New York in 1966 to live 

with his beloved aunts, Flossie and Edith. 

Upon his move to New York, John joined Second Providence Baptist Church under the 

leadership of Pastor Felix Johnson. He was an active and a devoted member of the Inspira-

tion Choir. That same summer, he met the love of his life, Martha Ree Willis, while attend-

ing Data Processing classes in New York City. 

Their bond grew strong, and on June 26, 1971,  John and Martha were united in holy mat-

rimony; from this union, they were blessed with three children: Michael, Pamela, and Ja-

son. 

John was a man of intellect and ambition. He worked as a programmer at Payne Webber and 

shared his knowledge by teaching data processing classes on Saturdays, also taking classes for 

Computer System Analyst at New York University. Later, he transitioned into real estate with 

Coldwell Banker, where his dedication and professionalism earned him the Prestigious Bronze 

Star Seller Award. After 24 years of a fulfilling and successful career, John retired with pride in 

all he accomplished. 

John was preceded in death by his beloved sons, Michael and Jason; his brother, Charles; his 

parents; and sisters: Mary Mckelvie-Green and Joann Franklin-Sheard. 

He leaves to cherish his memory: his devoted wife of 54 years, Martha Keller of Englewood, 

New Jersey; his loving daughter, Pamela (Tristian) William of Montezuma, Georgia; His cher-

ished daughter-in-law, Brittany Keller of Englewood, New Jersey; three adored grandchildren: 

Addison, Aubrielle, and Austin Keller all of Englewood, New Jersey; his brother, Alfonso 

(Bobbie) Fogle of Santee, South Carolina; his sisters: Essie Marie Washington and Sandra 

Fogle of Santee, South Carolina, Johnnie Mae (Willie) Williams of Atlanta, Georgia; two be-

loved aunts; Flossie Gladson of Bronx, New York, and Edith Keller of Elloree, South Carolina; 

his brother-in-law: Charles Allen of Montezuma, Georgia; his sisters-in-law; Betty Engram of 

Montezuma, Georgia, and Mary Washington of Cocoa, Florida; his goddaughter, Shaquana 

Stevens of Connecticut; and a host of cousins, nieces, nephews, extended family members, 

church family, and friends. 

John Keller’s life was marked by faith. He loved his family, he will be deeply missed but 

forever remembered in the hearts of those who knew and loved him. 

A Letter to My Husband in Heaven 
They say time will heal;  

Neither time nor reason  

Will change the way I feel. 

Gone are the days  

We used to share,  

But in my heart 

You are always there.  

The gates of memories  

Will never close; 

I miss you more  

than anybody knows…  

Love and miss you every day. 

Till we meet again. 

 Always and Forever,  

Your, “Boo”. 

 

- Martha Keller 
 



God is our refuge and strength. A very pleasant help in trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

 

 

To My Little Brother John, 

Though the shadows of  grief  have stretched me out God’s light 

pierces through reminding me that even in my deepest sorrow his 

love and grace remain unyielding. 

I love you, your big sister, 

 

- Fli (Flossie) 

 


