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AcknowledgmentAcknowledgment 
The family of the late Ms. Betty Jean “Bet” Freeman The family of the late Ms. Betty Jean “Bet” Freeman 
acknowledges with grateful appreciation all acts of acknowledges with grateful appreciation all acts of 
kindness, prayers, cards, telephone calls, flowers and kindness, prayers, cards, telephone calls, flowers and 
words of comfort extended to us during our time of words of comfort extended to us during our time of 
bereavement. May God bless each one of you.bereavement. May God bless each one of you.
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MotherMother
Mother, you were just a girl,Mother, you were just a girl,

So many years ago.So many years ago.
You had your loves and had your dreams,You had your loves and had your dreams,

You watched us come and go.You watched us come and go.
You watched us make the same mistakes,You watched us make the same mistakes,

That you had made before,That you had made before,
But that just made you hold us tight,But that just made you hold us tight,

And love us all the more.And love us all the more.
We haven’t always thought aboutWe haven’t always thought about

The things that you have seen.The things that you have seen.
To us you’ve just been ‘Mother’,To us you’ve just been ‘Mother’,
No thought of who you’ve been.No thought of who you’ve been.
But we remember now in love,But we remember now in love,

Your life from start to end,Your life from start to end,
And we’re just glad we knew you,And we’re just glad we knew you,

As Mother, and as Friend.As Mother, and as Friend.

Your Loving ChildrenYour Loving Children

"BET""BET"



ObituaryObituary
Betty Jean Freeman, fondly known as "Bet," graced Betty Jean Freeman, fondly known as "Bet," graced 

the world with her presence on November 2, 1966, the world with her presence on November 2, 1966, 
in Lee County, Alabama, and departed from this life in Lee County, Alabama, and departed from this life 
on Saturday, January 4, 2025, at the East Alabama on Saturday, January 4, 2025, at the East Alabama 
Medical Center in Opelika, Alabama. A beacon of joy Medical Center in Opelika, Alabama. A beacon of joy 
and kindness, Bet's life was a testament to the love and and kindness, Bet's life was a testament to the love and 
compassion she held for everyone she encountered.compassion she held for everyone she encountered.

Bet's early life in Lee County was filled with the Bet's early life in Lee County was filled with the 
warmth of a close-knit community and the loving warmth of a close-knit community and the loving 
guidance of her parents, the late Mr. Henry James guidance of her parents, the late Mr. Henry James 
Freeman and Mrs. Nicey Ann Vinson Freeman. She Freeman and Mrs. Nicey Ann Vinson Freeman. She 
carried the values of family and faith throughout her carried the values of family and faith throughout her 
life. A proud graduate of Beauregard High School's Class life. A proud graduate of Beauregard High School's Class 
of 1988, Bet's youthful exuberance and dedication to of 1988, Bet's youthful exuberance and dedication to 
her studies were a prelude to the remarkable woman her studies were a prelude to the remarkable woman 
she would become.she would become.

In her spiritual journey, Bet took a significant step In her spiritual journey, Bet took a significant step 
at an early age and confessed Christ, finding solace and at an early age and confessed Christ, finding solace and 
purpose within the congregation of Creekstand A.M.E. purpose within the congregation of Creekstand A.M.E. 
Zion in Opelika, Alabama. Zion in Opelika, Alabama. 

Her absence leaves a void that cannot be filled, Her absence leaves a void that cannot be filled, 
but her legacy endures in the hearts and memories but her legacy endures in the hearts and memories 
of all who were fortunate enough to know her. Bet's of all who were fortunate enough to know her. Bet's 
unassuming generosity, her infectious laugh, and her unassuming generosity, her infectious laugh, and her 
ability to see the good in every situation remain as ability to see the good in every situation remain as 
indelible marks on the lives she touched.indelible marks on the lives she touched.

She leaves to cherish her precious memory: two She leaves to cherish her precious memory: two 
children, Breaunnia Dowdell and Markesia Love both children, Breaunnia Dowdell and Markesia Love both 
of Opelika, AL; Markyelin Harris, whom she loved as a of Opelika, AL; Markyelin Harris, whom she loved as a 
grandson; one brother, Johnny Frank Vinson of Phenix grandson; one brother, Johnny Frank Vinson of Phenix 
City, AL; four sisters, Gloria Freeman, Lillie Freeman, City, AL; four sisters, Gloria Freeman, Lillie Freeman, 
Mary Freeman and Belinda Freeman (Larry Mitchell) all Mary Freeman and Belinda Freeman (Larry Mitchell) all 
of Opelika, AL; one uncle, James Lewis Freeman of Oak of Opelika, AL; one uncle, James Lewis Freeman of Oak 
Ridge, TN; one aunt, Gracie Hunter of Crawford, AL; five Ridge, TN; one aunt, Gracie Hunter of Crawford, AL; five 
nieces, Lakeisha Freeman, LaTasha (Anthony) Lockhart, nieces, Lakeisha Freeman, LaTasha (Anthony) Lockhart, 
LaTyra Freeman all of Opelika, AL, Brittney Childs of LaTyra Freeman all of Opelika, AL, Brittney Childs of 
Phenix City, AL and Summer (Ryan) Henning of Atlanta, Phenix City, AL and Summer (Ryan) Henning of Atlanta, 
GA; three nephews, Dontavious Baker, Jonathan Baker GA; three nephews, Dontavious Baker, Jonathan Baker 
both of Opelika, AL and Thajia Freeman of Milwaukee, both of Opelika, AL and Thajia Freeman of Milwaukee, 
WI; special friend, Andrea Stokes of Opelika, AL; a host WI; special friend, Andrea Stokes of Opelika, AL; a host 
of other relatives and friends.of other relatives and friends.
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