
Will ie EarlWill ie Earl
“WILL” KNIGHT, SR.“WILL” KNIGHT, SR.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025  •  12:00 NOON  12:00 NOON

ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
101 Gantt Road 101 Gantt Road 

Deatsville, Alabama 36022Deatsville, Alabama 36022

REVEREND RODNEY MITCHELL, OFFICIATING REVEREND RODNEY MITCHELL, OFFICIATING 

- Pall bearers -- Pall bearers -
Family and FriendsFamily and Friends

- Flower Bearers -- Flower Bearers -
Family and FriendsFamily and Friends

- Interment -- Interment -
Church Cemetery Church Cemetery 

- Acknowledgment -- Acknowledgment -
The family of the late Mr. Willie Earl “Will” Knight, Sr.  acknowledges The family of the late Mr. Willie Earl “Will” Knight, Sr.  acknowledges 
with grateful appreciation all acts of kindness, prayers, cards, with grateful appreciation all acts of kindness, prayers, cards, 
telephone calls, flowers, and words of comfort extended to us telephone calls, flowers, and words of comfort extended to us 
during our time of bereavement. May God bless each one of you.during our time of bereavement. May God bless each one of you.

- Th e Order of Service -- Th e Order of Service -
ProcessionalProcessional ..................................................... .....................................................Clergy and Family Clergy and Family 

“I Shall Wear A Crown”“I Shall Wear A Crown”

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings ............................. ............................. Reverend Darrion SistrunkReverend Darrion Sistrunk

Prayer of ComfortPrayer of Comfort

Musical SelectionMusical Selection ................................................................. ................................................................. Choir Choir 

Acknowledgement and ObituaryAcknowledgement and Obituary ............................ ............................ Shirley TaylorShirley Taylor

ExpressionsExpressions ................................................ ................................................ Two Minutes (Please)Two Minutes (Please)
As a Family MemberAs a Family Member ..................................... ..................................... Julius Earl KnightJulius Earl Knight
As a Church MemberAs a Church Member ......................... ......................... Deacon Daniel EdwardsDeacon Daniel Edwards

Musical SelectionMusical Selection .................................................... .................................................... Cherie BethelCherie Bethel
“I Won’t Complain”“I Won’t Complain”

EulogyEulogy.................................................................................................. Reverend Rodney MitchellReverend Rodney Mitchell

RecessionalRecessional

It’s A  Time  of  Heartfelt SadnessIt’s A  Time  of  Heartfelt Sadness
It’s a time of heartfelt sadnessIt’s a time of heartfelt sadness
When a loved one passes on,When a loved one passes on,

But know your loved one lives in joyBut know your loved one lives in joy
And peace where he has gone.And peace where he has gone.
O how much he will be missedO how much he will be missed
That’s where the sadness lies,That’s where the sadness lies,

But others who have missed himBut others who have missed him
Now rejoice in Heaven’s skies.Now rejoice in Heaven’s skies.

We know one day we’ll join himWe know one day we’ll join him
Because our time on earth will flee,Because our time on earth will flee,

We’ll then live with him foreverWe’ll then live with him forever
Throughout all eternity.Throughout all eternity.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR 

H arris Funeral Home
Sympathetic, Courteous & Professional Service

515 South Sixth Street
Opelika, Alabama 36801

(334) 749-6583 Fax (334) 749-6587
www.harrisfuneralhomeinc.com

Final Arrangements Entrusted to:

IN MEMORIAM
May we take this opportunity to express sincere and deep appreciation for allowing us to 
serve you during this most difficult period. It is our constant aim to afford to the people of 
this community a service completed in all details and faultlessly executed with sympathy 
and understanding.



- Th e Obituary -- Th e Obituary -
Mr. Willie Earl Knight, Sr., son of the late Mr. Marion, Sr. Mr. Willie Earl Knight, Sr., son of the late Mr. Marion, Sr. 
and Mrs. Addie Bell Scullock Knight, was born on August 3, and Mrs. Addie Bell Scullock Knight, was born on August 3, 
1930, in Elmore County, Alabama. 1930, in Elmore County, Alabama. 

He was a proud graduate of the Elmore County Training He was a proud graduate of the Elmore County Training 
School, Class of 1958. He served his country in the U.S. School, Class of 1958. He served his country in the U.S. 
Army and was Honorably Discharged.Army and was Honorably Discharged.

“Will”, as he was affectionately known by family and “Will”, as he was affectionately known by family and 
friends, was a long-standing member of St. James friends, was a long-standing member of St. James 
Missionary Baptist Church. His role as a deacon was one Missionary Baptist Church. His role as a deacon was one 
he held close to his heart, and he served his church with he held close to his heart, and he served his church with 
unwavering devotion. unwavering devotion. 

After 30 years he retired from BellSouth, which gave him After 30 years he retired from BellSouth, which gave him 
more free time for the things he enjoyed, which included more free time for the things he enjoyed, which included 
purchasing cars, riding, collecting hats, dressing up and purchasing cars, riding, collecting hats, dressing up and 
most of all spending time with his dog. most of all spending time with his dog. 

In his spare time, he enjoyed gardening and lawn service, In his spare time, he enjoyed gardening and lawn service, 
he took pride in making sure the grounds of the church he took pride in making sure the grounds of the church 
were kept up. were kept up. 
 
On Friday, September 12, 2025, he departed this life at On Friday, September 12, 2025, he departed this life at 
his home in Wetumpka, Alabama. He was preceded in his home in Wetumpka, Alabama. He was preceded in 
death by: three children, Willie E. Knight, Jr., Gary Knight death by: three children, Willie E. Knight, Jr., Gary Knight 
and Ronald Knight; siblings, Addie Ellis, Lela Bell Knight, and Ronald Knight; siblings, Addie Ellis, Lela Bell Knight, 
Larry Knight, Dorothy Pitts, Marion Knight, Jr., Artie James Larry Knight, Dorothy Pitts, Marion Knight, Jr., Artie James 
Knight, William Knight, Robert Knight, Henry Lewis Knight Knight, William Knight, Robert Knight, Henry Lewis Knight 
and Edward Harris.and Edward Harris.

He leaves to cherish his memory: seven children, Donald He leaves to cherish his memory: seven children, Donald 
Knight of Wetumpka, AL, Kenneth Knight, Calvin Knight Knight of Wetumpka, AL, Kenneth Knight, Calvin Knight 
both of Montgomery, AL, Craig Knight of Wetumpka, AL, both of Montgomery, AL, Craig Knight of Wetumpka, AL, 
Allen Knight (Joslyn Peters) of Auburn, AL, Phillip (Terry) Allen Knight (Joslyn Peters) of Auburn, AL, Phillip (Terry) 
Knight of Montgomery, AL and Donald (Angela) Thomas Knight of Montgomery, AL and Donald (Angela) Thomas 
of Montgomery, AL; a host of grandchildren, great-of Montgomery, AL; a host of grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; one sister, grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; one sister, 
Arnold Ruth Dunn of Gadsden, AL; two daughters-in-law, Arnold Ruth Dunn of Gadsden, AL; two daughters-in-law, 
Charmine Knight of Montgomery, AL and Lois Knight of Charmine Knight of Montgomery, AL and Lois Knight of 
Anchorage, Alaska; mother of his children, Dorothy Knight Anchorage, Alaska; mother of his children, Dorothy Knight 
of Montgomery, AL; two special nieces, Ruby Williams of of Montgomery, AL; two special nieces, Ruby Williams of 
Gadsden, AL and Eula Myree of Montgomery, AL; a host of Gadsden, AL and Eula Myree of Montgomery, AL; a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.


