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Our family would like to express our deepest and most sincere gratitude for the overwhelming Our family would like to express our deepest and most sincere gratitude for the overwhelming 

love, prayers, and support shown during this time of loss. The calls, visits, cards, flowers, meals, and love, prayers, and support shown during this time of loss. The calls, visits, cards, flowers, meals, and 
every act of kindness have wrapped us in comfort when we needed it most.  A special "thank you" every act of kindness have wrapped us in comfort when we needed it most.  A special "thank you" 
is extended to Free Standing ED Staff; East Alabama Medical Center 5SE Staff and CTC East Staff, is extended to Free Standing ED Staff; East Alabama Medical Center 5SE Staff and CTC East Staff, 
Doctors Hiren Patel, Grant Nelson, Mary Ann Shannon, Kerri S. Bevis, Kendale Dixon, Stuart Malave, Doctors Hiren Patel, Grant Nelson, Mary Ann Shannon, Kerri S. Bevis, Kendale Dixon, Stuart Malave, 
James Lennon, Jahanna Ray and Arsh Patel.James Lennon, Jahanna Ray and Arsh Patel.

Thank you to those who shared stories, laughter, and tears with us. Hearing how her strength, Thank you to those who shared stories, laughter, and tears with us. Hearing how her strength, 
beauty, grace, and gentle spirit touched so many lives has been a priceless gift. She loved deeply and beauty, grace, and gentle spirit touched so many lives has been a priceless gift. She loved deeply and 
wholeheartedly, and your kindness reflects the legacy she leaves behind.wholeheartedly, and your kindness reflects the legacy she leaves behind.

To our family and friends who have stood beside us we are forever grateful. Your support has To our family and friends who have stood beside us we are forever grateful. Your support has 
reminded us that love does not end; it continues in the hearts of those she nurtured and cherished. reminded us that love does not end; it continues in the hearts of those she nurtured and cherished. 

With grateful hearts,With grateful hearts,
The Family of the late Mildred Curtis GrayThe Family of the late Mildred Curtis Gray
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The ObituaryThe Obituary
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 

to them who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28 (Mildred’s favorite scripture verse)to them who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28 (Mildred’s favorite scripture verse)

Mildred Loretta Curtis Gray was born February 20, 1939, to the parentage of the late Lottie B. and Mildred Loretta Curtis Gray was born February 20, 1939, to the parentage of the late Lottie B. and 
Minnie Kate Askew Curtis in Opelika, Alabama. She was the fourth of five daughters, twin sister to the Minnie Kate Askew Curtis in Opelika, Alabama. She was the fourth of five daughters, twin sister to the 
late Margaret Joetta Curtis Jackson.late Margaret Joetta Curtis Jackson.

Mildred accepted Christ at an early age and united with the Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church, Mildred accepted Christ at an early age and united with the Greater Peace Missionary Baptist Church, 
Opelika, Alabama where she served faithfully until her death.  She served in, participated in and was a Opelika, Alabama where she served faithfully until her death.  She served in, participated in and was a 
member of many ministries in the church: Junior Choir Supervisor, Matrons Ministry, Sunday School-member of many ministries in the church: Junior Choir Supervisor, Matrons Ministry, Sunday School-
Adult II Class, Senior Choir Ministry, Mass Choir Ministry, and Annual Women’s Retreat. Adult II Class, Senior Choir Ministry, Mass Choir Ministry, and Annual Women’s Retreat. 

Mildred received public education in Opelika, Alabama at East Street School and the J.W. Darden High Mildred received public education in Opelika, Alabama at East Street School and the J.W. Darden High 
School where she graduated from in 1957. She went on to work at the Ballerina Inn, Opelika Sewing School where she graduated from in 1957. She went on to work at the Ballerina Inn, Opelika Sewing 
Room, Lee County Headstart and East Alabama Urology Associates (formerly Auburn-Opelika Urology) Room, Lee County Headstart and East Alabama Urology Associates (formerly Auburn-Opelika Urology) 
where she retired from in 2018 after working for 44 years.where she retired from in 2018 after working for 44 years.

Mildred was united in holy matrimony to the late Leonard Charles Gray. This union included eight Mildred was united in holy matrimony to the late Leonard Charles Gray. This union included eight 
children (two sets of twins), twenty-one grandchildren and thirty-four great-grandchildren (one set of children (two sets of twins), twenty-one grandchildren and thirty-four great-grandchildren (one set of 
twins).twins).

Mildred was rare and exceptional in her many roles: daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, great-Mildred was rare and exceptional in her many roles: daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, aunt, niece, cousin, friend, co-worker and church member. She nurtured and cared grandmother, aunt, niece, cousin, friend, co-worker and church member. She nurtured and cared 
for many, taught many life lessons, shared her faith and wisdom, and she loved affectionately and for many, taught many life lessons, shared her faith and wisdom, and she loved affectionately and 
unconditionally.  Mildred was strong and independent, poised and graceful, the epitome of the unconditionally.  Mildred was strong and independent, poised and graceful, the epitome of the 
Proverbs 31 Woman. Proverbs 31 Woman. 

Mildred was preceded in death by three sisters, Katie Barbara Curtis Moody, Margaret Joetta Curtis Mildred was preceded in death by three sisters, Katie Barbara Curtis Moody, Margaret Joetta Curtis 
Jackson (twin sister), and Juanita Curtis; granddaughter, Tyreesha Pettus; special nephew, Anthony Jackson (twin sister), and Juanita Curtis; granddaughter, Tyreesha Pettus; special nephew, Anthony 
Curtis Cox; special niece, Dorothy Anitra Curtis; stepdaughter, Cassandra Dorsey.  Curtis Cox; special niece, Dorothy Anitra Curtis; stepdaughter, Cassandra Dorsey.  On Sunday, On Sunday, 
February 22, 2026, her precious, sweet soul entered peacefully into eternal rest with the Lord at the February 22, 2026, her precious, sweet soul entered peacefully into eternal rest with the Lord at the 
East Alabama Medical Center, Opelika, Alabama.  East Alabama Medical Center, Opelika, Alabama.  

Mildred’s life and legacy will be cherished by: her children, Brenda, Jennifer, Jeffrey, Stanley (Ericka), Mildred’s life and legacy will be cherished by: her children, Brenda, Jennifer, Jeffrey, Stanley (Ericka), 
Valerie, Rodney, Robert (Charlotte) and Constance; her grandchildren, Shambrina, Justin, Quwanda, Valerie, Rodney, Robert (Charlotte) and Constance; her grandchildren, Shambrina, Justin, Quwanda, 
Jeremy, Faydra, Jarvis (Whitney), Cedric, Jacquez (Ashley), Marquez (Erin), Ariana, Rodney, Jr., Jeremy, Faydra, Jarvis (Whitney), Cedric, Jacquez (Ashley), Marquez (Erin), Ariana, Rodney, Jr., 
Jermaine, Alexis, Torrance, Darius, DeMarquis, Tonekia, Cratesha, Fashonda and Brittany; thirty great-Jermaine, Alexis, Torrance, Darius, DeMarquis, Tonekia, Cratesha, Fashonda and Brittany; thirty great-
grandchildren, Jayda, Chenya, Justin II, Ambrose, Destiney, Diamond, Azorian, Zavaion, Ahriona, Elias, grandchildren, Jayda, Chenya, Justin II, Ambrose, Destiney, Diamond, Azorian, Zavaion, Ahriona, Elias, 
Whitley, Willow, Ashton, Ti’erica, Torey, Khristopher, Trinity, TJ, Jalan, Jadan, Jayah, Jeremiah, Journey, Whitley, Willow, Ashton, Ti’erica, Torey, Khristopher, Trinity, TJ, Jalan, Jadan, Jayah, Jeremiah, Journey, 
Jacob, Joshua, Nyla, Ryshawn, Jr., Brielle, Kassidy and Jaion; her sister, Clara Delano Curtis Haynes; Jacob, Joshua, Nyla, Ryshawn, Jr., Brielle, Kassidy and Jaion; her sister, Clara Delano Curtis Haynes; 
uncles, Ben Curtis and OD (Willie Carrie) Curtis; aunt, Odessa Curtis Miller; special nephew, Elton uncles, Ben Curtis and OD (Willie Carrie) Curtis; aunt, Odessa Curtis Miller; special nephew, Elton 
Curtis; special great-nephew, Monzavous (Rae) Edwards; special niece, Diana Gray Clark; special great-Curtis; special great-nephew, Monzavous (Rae) Edwards; special niece, Diana Gray Clark; special great-
niece, Shana Cox Fountain; sister-in-law, Fannie Parker Roberts; brother-in-law, Anthony “Peter” Aiken; niece, Shana Cox Fountain; sister-in-law, Fannie Parker Roberts; brother-in-law, Anthony “Peter” Aiken; 
other nieces, nephews, cousins, chosen children, friends and her church family.other nieces, nephews, cousins, chosen children, friends and her church family.



The Order of  ServiceThe Order of  Service
PreludePrelude ............................................................................................................. .............................................................................................................Greater Peace Mass ChoirGreater Peace Mass Choir

“A Musical Tribute to Celebrate Mildred’s Life and Legacy”“A Musical Tribute to Celebrate Mildred’s Life and Legacy”

Processional and Final GlanceProcessional and Final Glance ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................Clergy and FamilyClergy and Family
“For the Rest of My Life”“For the Rest of My Life”

Lesson from the Old Testament (Psalm 23)Lesson from the Old Testament (Psalm 23) .................................................. .................................................. Reverend JArthur Grubbs, Jr.Reverend JArthur Grubbs, Jr.

Lesson from the New Testament (Romans 8:28)Lesson from the New Testament (Romans 8:28) ................................................. .................................................Reverend James DawseyReverend James Dawsey

Prayer of ComfortPrayer of Comfort ..................................................................................................... ..................................................................................................... Reverend Jarel FryerReverend Jarel Fryer

Musical SelectionMusical Selection .............................................................................................. ..............................................................................................Greater Peace Mass ChoirGreater Peace Mass Choir
“I Trust in God”“I Trust in God”

ExpressionsExpressions .................................................................................................................. ..................................................................................................................Two Minutes EachTwo Minutes Each
As a Church MemberAs a Church Member ......................................................................................... .........................................................................................Deacon Michael WillisDeacon Michael Willis
As an Employee, Co-worker and FriendAs an Employee, Co-worker and Friend .................................................................... ....................................................................Mrs. Mona BurkeMrs. Mona Burke

Special Musical TributeSpecial Musical Tribute ................................. ................................. Jayda David Gray, Great-granddaughter and GP Mass ChoirJayda David Gray, Great-granddaughter and GP Mass Choir
“I Shall Wear a Crown”“I Shall Wear a Crown”

Family Tributes and AcknowledgementsFamily Tributes and Acknowledgements ............................................................ ............................................................Brenda Curtis, DaughterBrenda Curtis, Daughter
Jeremy Gray, Grandson  Jeremy Gray, Grandson  

SoloSolo ............................................................................................................................ ............................................................................................................................Mrs. Shelia JacksonMrs. Shelia Jackson
“It is Well with My Soul”“It is Well with My Soul”

EulogyEulogy ........................................................................................................ ........................................................................................................ Reverend Dr. Clifford E. JonesReverend Dr. Clifford E. Jones

RecessionalRecessional




