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Barnesville, Georgia 30204

Reverend Dr. Wilma J. Hastings - Pastor and Eulogist

“To describe my mother would be to write about a hurricane in its perfect power.
Or the climbing, falling colors of a rainbow.” - Maya Angelou
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"Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."
— Joshua 1:9 (ESV)

When we leave this earthly life, we leave behind all we have and carry with us all we are. On Saturday,
February 21, 2026, our beloved wife, mother, sister, aunt, daughter, cousin, and friend, Mrs. Sandra
Kay Eleby-McClendon, carried with her a lifetime of love, strength, and unwavering faith.

Sandra Kay Eleby-McClendon was born on April 23, 1963, in Lamar County, Georgia, to the late
Rachel Revere Eleby and Elbert Eleby Sr. She was the youngest of eight siblings, a role that shaped
her strength and deep love for family. From an early age, she desired to know the Lord for herself and
joined Green Mount Methodist Church, anchoring her life in faith.

After graduating from Lamar County Comprehensive High School, Sandra began working as a cook.
Cooking was her expression of love, a gift passed down from her mother, Rachel, whose Louisiana
recipes became treasured family traditions. Sandra built a culinary career that spanned decades. She
served as a lead chef at Gordon College and at Pine Valley Girl Scout Camp during the summers,
where she even took up swimming lessons. Later, she started and excelled in her own catering
business. She also worked as a dietary aide at Sunny Grove Assisted Living before retiring. In every
kitchen she entered, the main ingredient was always love.

In the midst of building her career, Sandra met and fell deeply in love with Harvey Joe McClendon.
Their love story spanned over 40 years, a testament to devotion, partnership, and joy. Together, they
raised their children and embraced the blessing of being surrounded by their family. In their younger
years, they loved traveling, dancing, and coordinating their wardrobes to perfection. They were, and
will always remain, a dynamic duo. Family was the cornerstone of her life. She joyfully hosted holiday
gatherings filled with laughter, beautiful decorations, and abundant food. She created lasting
memories and became a mother figure to many. Her legacy of faith, love, and strength will live on in
all who knew her.

Sandra leaves to cherish her memory her three daughters and a son in love, Mrs. Jacqueline (Dexter)
Grant, Ms. Princess Eleby, and Ms. Angela Kay Eleby; four stepchildren, Harvey (Pete) McClendon,
Harvey (Butterball) McClendon, Terrell McClendon, and Curlisa McClendon; and seven
grandchildren, Serenity Kimora Evans, Christain Prince Evans, D’Angelo Trayvon Eleby, Mariya Shanta
Hardaway, Marcus Jamal Hardaway, Neveah Alexandria Grant, and Janiyla Jacqueline Grant; four
sisters, Mrs. Clotel (Walter) Geiger, Mrs. Carol Caslin, Mrs. F. Kitty (Robert) Foster, and Mrs. Rachel
(Ricky) Pryor; two sisters-in-law, Mrs. Josephine Revere and Ms. Lauran McClendon; and a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins, step grandchildren, step-great-grandchildren, and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Mrs. Rachel Revere Eleby and Mr. Elbert Eleby Sr.; her
brothers, Paul Ellerby, Marvin Revere, and Elbert Eleby Jr.; her brothers-in-law, Mr. Ricky Pryor, Mr.
Watloe Geiger, Mr. Bobby Lee McClendon, Mr. Willie McClendon, and Mr. Henry Louis McClendon;
and her mother-in-law, Mrs. Clarence McClendon.

There are no words sufficient to capture what Sandra meant to those who loved her. Her light was
unmistakable. She opened her heart and her kitchen to many, and in doing so, she nourished more
than bodies; she nourished souls.

Even in her final moments, Sandra remained true to her steong-willed and independent spirit. She
lived life on her own terms, courageous, steadfast, and full of love.

Her legacy lives on in every recipe shared, every holiday table and grill gathered around, every
opportunity she created, and every life she touched. She will forever be missed, forever cherished,
and forever loved.
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Tl hinsy Diges

God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;
enjoying one moment at a time;
accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
taking, as he did, this sinful world as it is,
not as I would have it;
trusting that he will make all things right
if I surrender to His will;
that I may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.
Amen.
—Reinhold Niebuhr
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“You are not lost to us, Mama. You’ve simply gone

ahead. We will meet you there when our work here is
done.” -Your girls

“If Roses Grow in Heaven”

If roses grow in heaven, Lord,
Please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my mother’s arms
And tell her they're from me.
Tell her that I love her
And miss her every day,

And when she turns to smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek.
Because remembering her is easy,
I do it every day,

But there’s an ache within my heart
That will never go away.

-Unknown
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Family and Friends

LCottonicis

Christain Evans
Marcus Hardaway
Michael Eleby
Johnny Caslin
Ricky Caslin
Gregory Caslin
Clarence Geiger
Amari Eleby
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On behalf of our family, we extend our most heartfelt gratitude and appreciation
for your expression of love and support during our time of bereavement. Your kind
words, condolences, and presence have been a great source of strength for us.

To all who sent flowers, cards and loving messages of encouragement, or who
attended the service, we are profoundly grateful. Your thoughtfulness and
compassion have brought us much comfort and peace.

Thank you so much for being there for us, and for honoring the memory of our
precious Sandra. Your support means more to us than words can express.

With heartfelt appreciation & love,
The Family of Mrs. Sandra Kay Eleby-McClendon

Trice Funeral Home Inc

G Barnesville, Georgia Thomaston, Georgia
149 Mill Street 639 Old Talbotton Road
(770) 358-2381 (706) 647-2155



