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LIFE JOURNEY

Kenneth Barrain Jefferies Thompson was born on June 8, 1972 to Kenneth
Jefferies and the late Ruth Daniels Thompson. From the age of three
months old he began to live with his great aunt Ann Grier until she passed.
After Ann passed, he lived with his great uncle and aunt, George and Ann
until she passed. After her death, he lived with his great aunt Rachel. He
lived with his aunt Betty Jean until middle school, then he was raised and
lived with his father. It takes a village of love to care for someone. Through-
out his life he was affectionately known as Benard Jefferies. He dearly
loved his family that cared for him.

Benard graduated from Shelby High School, Class of 1990. At his early age
he attended Zion Hill Baptist Church with his aunt Rachel. Later in life, he
joined Walls Memorial Baptist Church. Prior to declining health he was
employed with Highland Memorial Apartments.

Benard was very talkative and family oriented. He had a heart for children.
He enjoyed coaching youth in football, basketball, track & field. He was
inducted into The Hall Of fame in 2024 for football.

In addition to his mother, he was preceded in death by a brother, Frankie
Jefferies and a sister, Tasha Nicole Roberts; also his grandparents, Johnny
and Eva Jefferies.

Those left to cherish his memory are his wife of five years, Jessica Osborne
of the home; five children, Alysha Oborne of Shelby, NC; Tyler Osborne of
Chapel Hill, NC; Charles Osborne of Shelby, NC; Haylee Dockery of
Bessemer City, NC; Wyatt Baires of Gastonia, NC; father, Kenneth Jefferies
of Leland, NC; five brothers, Brian Hopper of Leland, NC; Walter Lee
Daniels (Sherona), James Thompson, Jr., Reggie Hicks, Anthony “Tony”
Thompson all of Shelby, NC; two sisters, Patricia Sullivan of Hickory, NC;
Aretha Ann Jefferies of Lincolnton, NC; four grandchildren, Cameron
Pittman, Emersyn Osborne, Keilan Pittman, Jace Pittman, a host of aunts,
uncles, cousins and friends.

Benard will be sorely missed.
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