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Phyllis Alberta Russell Johnson was born in Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina on August 29, 1940 to the late Salmon Russell and
Luvenia Sowell-Jackson. She transitioned peacefully in the comfort of
her home on her 85 birthday, (August 29, 2025).

Throughout her life she was affectionately called Ann. She graduated
from Newbold High School.

She built her career in Harlem, New York working at the esteemed
Hotel Theresa. Phyllis would later enjoy a fulfilling twenty-year
profession as a secretary at an insurance company. An active church-
goer, Phyllis unwavering faith was a guiding light throughout her life.
She was always in attendance at services and contributing to church
activities. She found strength and purpose in the spiritual community
and service to others. Traveling was one of her many passions and she
shared stories from her trips with friends and family.

She relocated to her hometown of Lincolnton, North Carolina. She
was a faithful member of the Church of God of Prophecy. Evidence
of Phyllis kindness were the many deeds she did to assist her family,
friends and neighbors.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband,
Bruce Nathaniel Johnson. Together they built a life based on love,
strength and perseverance. She passed those qualities on to her
children.

Those left to cherish her memory are two daughters, Diane Polyn
and her husband Richard of Passaic, New Jersey; Kendra Johnson of
Charlotte, North Carolina; one son, Aaron Johnson and his wife
Elizabeth of Gastonia, North Carolina; one sister, Connie Wells of
Kannapolis, North Carolina; seven grandchildren, Georgia Polyn,
Isabella Polyn, Sydnii Stroud, Londynn Johnson, Parker Johnson,
Addison Johnson, Brantley Johnson; a goddaughter, Tolonda Bolden
of Bronx, New York; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
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