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Obituary
Sgt. Herbert Hoover Fields was born to Corrine Hunter fields (gilliam) on January 4, 1930, 
in Church road, Virginia, and went home on september 7, 2026, after a long and remarkable life
centered on family, music, service, and the relationships he built along the way.

Herbert grew up as one of ten children alongside his beloved brothers and sisters: mittie, anne
belle, esther, Christine, twins mary and lucy, James, william, and ruth. the bonds of family
remained important to him throughout his life.

in the late 1940s, Herbert relocated from Virginia to new Jersey, the place that would become his
home and where he would build his life and family. on august 28, 1954, sgt. fields married the love
of his life, estelle “bitsie” fields. together they built a life rooted in love and family and were blessed
with two daughters, berneda fields and alicia richardson.

music was one of sgt. fields’ greatest loves and became an important part of his life’s work. 
He proudly served his country in the united states army, where his musical talents became his 
military career. He served in the army band and as a band leader until his retirement after more
than 20 years of active military service.

His military career included service during the korean war, and among his honors was the korean
service medal with two bronze service stars. His decorations also included the united nations
service medal, national defense service medal, meritorious unit Citation, and the good Conduct
medal, which he earned nine times. His many years of service reflected the discipline, dedication,
and love of music that were so much a part of who he was.

after retiring from the army, sgt. fields continued his working life as a self-employed businessman
with nJ office supply. through his business, he developed lasting relationships with his customers
and the many people he encountered through his work. He was especially well known and beloved
by many of the people he served at the City of newark. His warmth, dependability, and ability to
connect with people left an impression that extended far beyond business.

above all else, sgt. fields loved music and his family. music was woven throughout his life, but his
family was his foundation. He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and  
family man whose kindness and support made those around him know they could depend on him.
sgt. fields was preceded in death by his beloved wife, estelle “bitsie” fields, and his daughter,
berneda fields, as well as loved ones who went before him.

He leaves to cherish his memory his daughter, alicia richardson; his son-in-law, 
anthony richardson, sr.; his grandson, anthony “aJ” richardson, Jr.; his brother, James; his twin
sisters, mary and lucy; his sister, esther; his brother-in-law, lawrence “butch” williams; his beloved
niece, Valerie montgomery; his beloved great-nephew, saamee Hawks; as well as a host of nieces
and nephews spanning many generations, friends, and loved ones whose lives were 
touched by his presence.

Sgt. Herbert Hoover Fields was truly one of one. His was a life of service, music, love, and family
—a life that will continue to resonate in the hearts of those who knew and loved him.

Order Of Service
PRAYER OF COMFORT

MUSICAL SELECTION

SCRIPTURE READING
Old Testament ~ New Testament

REMARKS/REFLECTIONS
(2 minutes, please)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND READING OF OBITUARY

MUSICAL SELECTION

EULOGY
Rev Dr. Joseph B. Fields, Jr.

NCO~CREED
Councilman Brian Fields (ARMY, RET. SSG)

BENEDICTION

INTERMENT
FOREST GREEN CEMETERY

535 Texas Road ~ Morganville, New Jersey
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